Abstract. The Asian Pacific region is highly unstable, but not for the reasons usually assumed.
at a more comprehensive and accurate assessment of the security situation in the region. In conclusion, some suggestions will be offered regarding the kinds of measures that can be taken to counter the threat of conflict.
Theories of conflict and cooperation in International Relations
There Realists as stabilizing the international system because they make the possible costs of any conflict between nuclear powers appear to far outweigh any possible gains from going to war.9 Liberals, in contrast, have a more benign view of the international system than do Realists.10
In general Liberals argue that states pursue a variety of different goals, among which security is only one, albeit an important one. Some of these interests may lead states to conflict with one another, yet others lead them to cooperate. The key issue is whether the benefits of cooperation outweigh the potential gains from conflict. At certain points in time the structure of the international system may favour cooperation, at other times it may favour conflict.11
From a Liberal perspective, conflict in the international system is thus not endemic to the system, pace Realism. The international system is capable of being transformed in ways that make war generally less likely than it has been in the past. 
Many
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States is even greater in the area of strategic nuclear capabilities (see Table 2 below 
